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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 4, 
lines 2 and 3, it is stated that the impregnated fragrance substance is best shown in 
figure 2. However, figure 2 does not show an impregnated fragrance substance. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 7 and 9, 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Simonsen (US 5,720,557) in view of Farquharson et al. (US 
4,888,174). Simonsen discloses a bag (Fig 1-4, 10) with a body (14 and 16) with an 
open top end (20), a closed bottom end (18), a plurality of flexible straps (22 and 24) 
formed of a durable material (Col 4, lines 38-46), a cavity (32) between the top and 
bottom ends and a longitudinal axis in a substantially vertical direction. Simonsen does 
not disclose an outer surface impregnated with a pesticide. Farquharson et al. disclose 
an insecticide containing polymeric article (Col 3, lines 19-22) to protect the fruit or 
vegetables inside from insects. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time of invention to create the bag of Simonsen with the insecticide 
containing polymer of Farquharson et aL in order to protect the contents of the bag from 
insects. 

3. Claims 3, 8, 12, 13 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Simonsen (US 5,720,557) in view of Farquharson et al. (US 
4,888,174) and further in view of Van Gelder et al. (US 2003/020400 1A1). Simonsen as 
modified above discloses all the limitations of the claims except for a quantity of 
fragrance substance impregnated in the outer surface. Van Gelder et al. disclose a 
plastic bag with a fragrance incorporated therein ([0004]-[0005]) to mask unpleasant 
odors. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to create the bag of Simonsen as modified above with the additional 
fragrance of Van Gelder et al. in order to mask unpleasant odors. 

4. Claims 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Simonsen (US 5,720,557) in view of Farquharson et al. (US 4,888,174) and further in 
view of Boyd (US 5,265,961). Simonsen as modified above discloses all the limitations 
of the claims except for a longitudinal axis extending in a substantially horizontal 
direction and a bottom surface extending along the axis of the body. Boyd discloses a 
bag (Fig 3) with a horizontal axis (not shown) and a bottom surface extending along the 
body (Fig 2b, 27-32), in order to prevent the bag from tipping over (abstract). Therefore 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
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create the bag of Simonsen as modified above, with the flat bottom of Boyd in order to 
prevent the bag from tipping over. 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Simonsen (US 5,720,557) in view of Farquharson et al. (US 4,888,174), Van Gelder et 
al. (US 2003/020400 1A1) and further in view of Boyd (US 5,265,961). Simonsen as 
modified above discloses all the limitations of the claims except for a longitudinal axis 
extending in a substantially horizontal direction and a bottom surface extending along 
the axis of the body. Boyd discloses a bag (Fig 3) with a horizontal axis (not shown) and 
a bottom surface extending along the body (Fig 2b, 27-32), in order to prevent the bag 
from tipping over (abstract). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention to create the bag of Simonsen as modified above, 
with the flat bottom of Boyd in order to prevent the bag from tipping over. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Linda (US 2,615,614). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack H. Morgan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3385. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8-6. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 



Jack Morgan 
AU 3782 
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